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The Hichigan Department o£ Education conducted a 
school racial census in the £all o£ 1968. Information was obtained 
about the racial composition o£ student bodies and staff by school 
buildings in both public and nonpublic schools. The 1968*69 school 
racial census vas based on questionnaires returned from 4,538 
individual schools which employed 109,304 professional staff to 
service 2,363,849 students. Of the 2.4 million pupils recorded, 86.3 
percent were vhite, 12 percent Negro, 1.2 percent Spanish-surnamed, 
0*3 percent American Indian, and 0.2 percent Oriental. Of the 
professional staff, 91.6 percent were white, 7.6 percent Hegro, 0.4 
percent Spanish^surnamed, 0.2 percent American Indian, and 0.2 
percent Oriental. This preliminary report giwes data on the; (1) 
racial and othnic distribution of students and professional staff ; 
(2) racial distribution of students in public and nonpublic school 
buildings of different racial composition; (3) racial and ethnic 
distribution of students and professional staff in nonpublic schools 
by denomination; and (4) communities with 50 or more Hegro students 
in nonpublic schools. Comparison of public and nonpublic school 
enrollment in communities with concentrations of Hegro students is 
also included. (HQ) 
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Introduction 



In the Fall of 1968, the Departinent of Education conducted a school racial 
census which for the first time Included nonpublic as well as public schools. 
As in the case of the first school racial census which covered only public 
schools 9 information was obtained about the racial conq[)osltion of student bodies 
and staff by school buildings. 

It is estimated that the 1968 school racial census accounts for 97 percent 
of the public school and nonpublic school populations. This high rate of return 
was made possible by the excellent cooperation of the public and nonpublic 
school officials. Their support testifies to their recognition that the problem 
facing all of us Is an urgent one. While much has been done to eliminate dis- 
crimination and segregation in our national life, much more remains to be done. 

Education Is a state responsibility, and Michigan's Constitution and School 
Laws guarantee every citizen the right to equal educational opportunity, a right 
which is further strengthened by the U. S. Constitution and relevant U. S. Supreme 
Court decisions. 

When for whatever reason students in educational programs are segregated, we 
know that the effectiveness of our equal opportunity guarantee is iiiq)alred to 
the detriment not only of the children involved but also to the state. 

The analyses presented in this document are preliminary. Subsequent reports 
-Till deal with identifying specific further Implications of the census data. It 
Is anticipated that a full report which provides a more coiq>lete analysis of the 
school racial census data will be released early this Spring* 

With the Information contained In this document and in subsequent reports, 
all of us will be able to join in making the policy decisions needed If we are 
to meet our commitment to achieve equality of educational opportunity in Michigan. 
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Summary of Findings 



The 1968-69 school racial census was based on questionnaires returned 
from 4,538 individual schools which employed 109,304 professional staff to 
service 2,363,849 students. 



A. Racial distribution in all Michigan schools (Table I) 

1. Of 2.4 million pupils recorded, 2.1 million or 86.3 percent were white; 
287,254, or 12 percent were Negro; 29,641, or 1.2 percent were Spanish- 
sumamed; 6,492 or 0.3 percent were American Indian; end 4,248, or 0.2 
percent were Oriental. 

2. Of 109,304 professional sta^f reported in the survey, 100,177, or 91.6 
percent were white; 8,337, or 7.6 percent were Negro; 389, or 0.4 per- 
cent, were Spanish-sumamed; 207, or 0.2 percent, w^re American Indian; 
and 194, or 0.2 percent, were Oriental. 

B. Racial distribution in Michigan Publxc Schools (Table I) 

1. Of 2.1 million pupils recorded, 1.7 million or 85 percent were white; 
274,272, or 13.3 percent, were Negro; 24,933, or 1.2 percent, were 
Spanish-sumamed; 4,499, or 0.2 percent, were American Indian; and 
3,793, or 0.2 percent, were Oriental. 

2. Of 97,009 professional staff recorded in the survey, 88,255, or 91 per- 
cent, were white; 8,158, or 8.4 percent, were Negro; j|^09, or 0.3 per- 
cent, were Spanish-sumamed; 139, or 0.1 percent, were American Indian; 
and 148, or 0.2 percent, were Oriental. 

C. Racial distribution in Michigan Nonpublic Schools (Table I) 

1. Of 304,305 pupils recorded, 287,249, or 94.4 percent, were white; 
9,953, or 3.3 percent, were Negro; 4,706, or 1.5 percent, were Spanish 
sumamed; 1,974, or 0.7 percent, were American Indian; and 423, or 0.1 
percent, were Oriental. 

2. Of 12,295 professional staff reported tn the survey, 11,922, or 97 per- 
cent, were white; 179, or 1.5 percent, were Negro; 80, or 0.6 percent, 
were Spanish-sumamed; 68, or 0.5 percent, were American Indian; and 45, 
or 0.4 percent, were Oriental. 

D. Racial distribution between public and nonpublic schools 

1. Of the 284,225 Negro students reported in this sur\'ey, 274,272, or 96.5 
percent, were in attendance at public schools and 9,953 Negro students, 
or 3.5 percent were iif^attendance in nonpublic schools in the Fall of 1968. 

- 2 - 
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2. Of the 8,337 Negro professional staff in Michigan schools in the Fall 
pf 1968, 8,158, or 97^9 percent, were in the public schools and 179, 
or 2.1 percent were in the nonpublic schools reported in this survey. 

E. Racial distribution of students in school buildings of different racial 
composition: Public Schools 

1. Of 3,666 separate public school buildings reported, 3.8 percent (141 
buildings) had a student body of 95 percent or more Negro pupils. 

2. Almost 56 percent of the reported public school buildings had no Negro 
pupils at all. 

3. Almost four-fifths, or 8 out of 10 Negro publ?c school pupils attend 
predominantly Negro schools (those with 50 percent or more Negro 
pupils) . 

4. Over one-half (56*3 percent) of all lAite public school pupils in 
Michigan attend schools ^ere no Negro pupils are present. 

F. Racial distribution of students in school buildings of different racial 
composition: Nonpublic schools 

1. Of 862 separate nonpublic school buildings reported, •6 percent 

(5 buildings) had a student body of 95 percent or more Negro pupils. 

2. Over 65 percent of the reported nonpublic school buildings had no Negro 
pupils at all* 

3. Almost 51 percent, or one out of two, Negro nonpublic school pupils 
attend predominantly Negro schools (those with 50 percent or more 
Negro pupils) • 

4. Over 65 percent, or two out of three, white nonpublic school pupils 
attend schools where no Negro pupils are present. 

G. Racial distribution of students and staff of nonpublic schools by denomination 

1* Of the 304,305 nonpublic school students reported, 252,042 attended 
schools under Catholic sponsorship; 22,200 attended Christian schools; 
19,300 attended schools sponsored by the Missouri Sjmod* 

2* Of the 9,953 Negro pupils in the nonpublic schools reported, 8,600 
attended schools under Catholic sponsorship; 764 cttended nonpublic 
schools under Lutheran (Missouri Synod) sponsorship; and 101 attended 
Christian nonpublic schools* 

3. Of 4,706 Spanish-sumamed pupils in nonpublic schools reported, 4,509 
attended schools under Catholic sponsorship; 95 attended Christian 
nonpublic schools. 

4. Of 1,924 American Indian pupils in nonpublic schools reported, 1,844 
attended schools under Catholic sponsorship; 109 attended schools 
under Lutheran (Missouri Synod) sponsorship. 

- 3 - 
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5- Of the 179 Negro professional staff in the nonpublic schools reported, 
147 were in the Catholic nonpublic schools in the Fall of 1968. 

Communities serving Negro pupils in nonpublic schools 

1. Of 9,953 Negro students reported in nonpublic schools, 9,172 attended 
schools in 12 different communities. 

2. Almost 75 percent (7,457) of the Negro nonpublic school students were 
in nonpublic schools in the city of Detroit. 

Public-nonpublic Negro enrollment in communities with concentrations of 
Negro students 

1. With the exception of Bloomfield Hills, East Grand Rapids, snd Romulus, 
the percentage of Negro pupil representation in the public schools far 
exceeds the percentage of Negro representation in nonpublic schools. 
For exaiiq)le, while nonpublic schools in Detroit enrolled almost 75 per- 
cent of all Negro nonpublic school pupils reported, a con?)arison of 
public and nonpublic school enrollments indicates that 59.8 percent of 
the public school enrollment is Negro, while 11.5 percent of the 
nonpublic school enrollment is Negro. 
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution of Students and Professional Staff 



Table I presents the racial and ethnic distribution of students and profes- 
sional staff for both public and nonpublic schools. It also displays separately 
this information for public schools and nonpublic schools. 

Professional staff in Table I includes teachers, principals, assistant 
principals, counselors, librarians and related staff. As seen in this table, 
Negro students comprise 12 percent of the total student enrollment in Michigan. 
Spanish-sumamed students make up the next largest minority with 1.2 percent, 
followed by American Indian with 0.3 percent and Oriental with 0.2 percent. 

With regard to the Negro students. Table I shows that the majority of these 
students (96.5 percent) attend public schools, while 3.5 percent were in atten- 
dance in nonpublic schools in the f^ll of 1968. 

Further, Negro pupils make up 13.3 percent of the total public school enroll- 
ment and 3.3 percent of the total nonpublic school enrollment. 

With regard to the Spanish-sumamed students. Table I shows that these stu- 
dents comprise 1.2 percent of the Michigan school population. 84.1 of these 
Spanish-sumamed students are to be found in Michigan's public schools, with 
15.9 percent being found in nonpublic schools. Spanish-sumamed students make up 
a slightly larger proportion of nonpublic school students (1.5 percent) thrn they 
do of public school students (1.2 percent). 

Of the total professional staff provided to serve Michigan's school popula- 
tion, 91.6 percent are white, with 7.6 percent being Negro. Negro professional 
staff comprise 8.4 percent of the total public school professional staff and 1.3 
percent of the total nonpublic school professional staff. 
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Preliminary 



MICHIGAN DEPABTmNT OF EDUCATION 



TABLE I 

RACIAL AM) ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS 



White 
Negro 

Spanish Surname 
American Indian 
Oriental 

Total 



TOTAL 


ENROLLMENT AND 


PROFESSIONAL STAFF 


Staff* 


Students 


Professional 


Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


2,039,296 


86.3 


100,177 


91.6% 


284,225 


12.0 


8,337 


7.6 


29,639 


1.2 


389 


.4 


6,473 


.3 


207 


.2 


4,216 


.2 . 


194 


.2 


2,363,849 


100.0 


109,304 


100.0% 



White 
Negro 

Spanish Surname 
American Indian 
Oriental 



PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF 



Students 



Professional Staff* 



Number 



Percent 



Number 



Percent 



1,752,047 
274,272 
24,933 
4,499 
3.793 



85.1 
13.3 
1.2 
.2 
.2 



88,255 
8,158 
309 
139 
148 



91.0% 
8.4 
.3 
.1 
.2 



Total 


2,059,544 


100.0 


97,009 


100.0% 




NON-PUBLIC 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND 


PROFESSIONAL 


STAFF 




Students 


Professional 


Staff* 




Number 


Percent 


Number 


Percent 


White 


287,249 


94.4% 


11,922 


97.0% 


Negro 


9,953 


3.3 


179 


1.5 


Spanish Surname 


4,706 


1.5 


80 


.6 


American Indian 


1,974 


.7 


68 


.5 


Oriental 


423 


.1 


46 


.4 


Total 


304,305 


100.0% 


12,295 


100.0% 



Proressional Staff Includes: Teachers, Principals, Assistant Principals, 
Counselors, Librarians and Related Staff. 



Souree: Miohigan Department of Eduaation Racial Census 10/68 
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Racial Distribution of Students In School Buildings 



of Different Racial Composition 



Tables II and IIA present data on the way In which students are distrib- 
uted in the 3,666 public schools and the 862 nonpublic schools which partic- 
ipated ill this survey, ^or the purpose of this table, Michigan schools are 
divided into seven categories of racial co]iq)osltlons: those which have no 
Negro pupils at all; those with less than 1 percent Negro pupils; those with 1 
percent or more but less than 5 percent Negro pupils; those with 5 to 14.9 
percent Negro pupils; those with 15 - 24.9 percent Negro pupils; those with 50 - 
9 4.9 percent Negro pupils; and those with 95 percent or more Negro pupils. 

Public Schools 

Turning to the figures for Michigan public schools in Table IIA, we 3v,2 
the extent to which public schools in Michigan fall into these seven categories. 
For example, 141 or 3«8 percent of all Michigan public schools have a racial 
composition of 95 percenc or more Negro pupils. If we take 50 percent as one 
significant dividing point, we find that 7.8 percent of the public schools in 
Michigan have 50 percent or more Negro pupils in them. At the other end of the 
scale, we find that 56 percent of the public schools in Michigan have no Negro 
pupils at all. 

Table IIA also indicates that almost four-fifths, 8 out of 10 Negro pupils, 
attend schools that are predominantly Negro schools (those with 50 percent or 
more Negro pupils). On the other hand, o/er one-half (56.3 percent) of all 
white pupils in Michigan attend schools where no Negro pupils are present. - 

Nonpublic Schools 

Turning to the figures for Michigan nonpublic schools in Table II, we see 
the extent to which nonpublic schools in Michigan fall into the seven categories 
of racial coiiq)osltlons« For e.xanq[>le, 5 or .6 percent of all Michigan non- 
public schools have a racial coiiq>osltion of 95 percent or more Negro pupils. 
If we take 50 percent as one significant dividing point, we find that 3.7 per- 
cent of the nonpublic schools in Michigan have 50 percent or core Negro pupils 
in them. At the other end of the scale, we find that 65 percent of the nonpublic 
schools in Michigan have uo Negro pupils at all. 

Table II also Indicates that 51 percent or one out of two Negro pupils 
attend nonpublic schools that are predominantly Negro schools (those with 50 
percent or more Negro pupils). On the other hand, over 65 percent or two out 
of three white pupils in Michigan nonpublic schools attend schools where no 
Negro pupils are present. 
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution of Students and Professional Staff 



in Nonpublic Schools by Denomination 



Table III presents the data on the vh^^iaL composition of students and pro- 
fessional staff in nonpublic schools. It indicates 252,000 of the staters 
304,000 nonpublic school students attend schools under Catholic sponsorship. 
Christian Schools, under the sponsorship of the Dutch Reformed Church, provide 
the next largest enrollment group with 22,200 students, followed by the Lutheran 
sponsored schools, Missouri Synod, wich 19,300 students. 

Table III also presents the data on nonpublic professional staff distribu- 
tion by denomination. It indicates that of the total of 179 Negro professional 
staff in the nonpublic schools, the overwhelming majority (147) are found in 
the Catholic nonpublic schools* 

Of the almost 10,000 Negro students in the nonpublic schools, 8,600 are 
enrolled in Catholic nonpublic schools. 
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Communities With 50 or More Negro Students In Nonpublic Schools 



Table IV presents data for communities In which Negro pupils attend non- 
public schools. For purposes of this analysis, those coimnunltles were selected 
In which 50 or more Negro students were In attendance In nonpublic schools. 

Of the 9,953 Negro students In nonpublic schools, 9,172 attended schools 
with 50 or more Negro students In 12 different communities. 7,457 Negro non- 
public school students, or 74.8 percent, were In nonpublic schools within the 
city of Detroit. 

The percentage of Negro pupils In nonpublic schools In these 12 communities 
varied from 1.3 percent In the nonpublic schools In Grand Rapids to 18.3 per- 
cent In Romulus. They attended school In 282 buildings out of a total reported 
of 862 nonpublic school buildings. 

The 781 other Negro pupils reported In nonpublic schools attended school 
In 580 school buildings. 
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Comparison of Public and Nonpublic School Enrollment 



In Communities With Concentrations of Negro Students 



Table V provides a coiiq)arlson between public and nonpublic schools in com- 
munltles with significant numbers of Negro students. For the purposes of this 
analysis, all of the communities which contained 50 or more Negro students in 
nonpublic schools and those public school districts with significantly large 
Negro populations were compared (those districts with at least 10 percent Negro 
enrollment) . 

With the exception of three communities, Romulus, Bloomfield Hills and 
East Qrand Rapids, the percentage of Negro representation in the public schools 
far exceeds the percentage of Negro representation in the student bodies of 
nonpublic schools. For example, i^ile nonpublic schools in Detroit enrolled 
74.8 percent of all Negro nonpublic school students, a conparison of public and 
nonpublic school enrollments Indicates that 59.8 percent of the public school 
enrollment is Negro, while 11.5 percent of the nonpublic enrollment is Negro. 
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Prelimimry MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

TABLE V 

PERCENT COMPARISON OF PUBLIC AND NON-PUBLIC ENROLLMENT 
IN COMMUNITIES WITH CONCENTRATIONS OF NEGRO STUDENTS 1968-69 
COMMUNriY 
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